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(Ibrmerly "Abstract of Sanitary Report!.") 

Treasury Department, United States Marine-Hospital Service. Published in accordance with act 

of Congress approved February 15, 1893. 

Vol. XL Washington, D. C, Mat 22, 1896. No. 21. 



UNITED STATES. 

[Reports to the Supervising Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 
Two new cases of smallpox in Pensacola, Fla. 

Pensacola, Fla., May 12, 1896. 
Sir : I have the honor to inform you that Dr. E. W. Hargis, special 
physician of the board of health, under date of May 7 and 8, reports 2 
more cases of smallpox. 

Respectfully, yours, J. Whiting Habgis, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

Two cases of smallpox m Mobile County, Ala. 

Mobile, Ala., May 11, 1896. 
Sib : I have the honor to report the occurrence of another case of 
smallpox, in this city, in a colored man, who came here from Biloxi on 
May 2 ; took sick May 6, and was discovered by the city health officer 
on the 10th ; sent to the pesthouse yesterday. This case makes 6" dis- 
covered in this city, of which 1 has died. One other case was discovered 
in the county, which proved fatal. Thus, for Mobile and Mobile County, 
6 cases (all colored males) — 2 died, 3 recovered, and 1 remains under 
treatment. The train inspection against New Orleans and the west at 
Scranton is kept up. The health officer agrees that it is not necessary 
to continue the vaccination of crews of Mobile vessels. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. D. Murray, 
Surgeon, U. S. M. M. 8. 

Report on the completion of vaccination of river boatmen at Mobile, Ala. 

Mobile, Ala., May 12, 1896. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the vaccina- 
tion of crews of river boats plying from this port : The crews of these 
boats are shipped each week for one trip, before the United States ship- 
ping commissioner. This work is done in the morning about 9 o'clock, 
and the crew scatters, not to return till near the hour of sailing, 6 p. m. 
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Owing to considerable opposition on the part of the captains and the 
crews the vaccination was necessarily performed just before the men 
were signed, notice having been given that no nnvaccinated person, 
unless rendered immune by a previous attack of smallpox, would be 
allowed to ship. The crew is usually reshipped, with few exceptions, 
and after one complete vaccination two or three extras were all that 
required attention. 

The inclosed tabulated report shows the number vaccinated on each 
boat on the day of sailing, together with totals. The number (fifty- 
nine) falls far short of my estimate, because the individual opposition 
was not taken into account. It has been my intention to offer vaccina- 
tion to all patients applying for relief at the out-patient office, and in 
three months 2 have accepted ; and had it not been for the refusal of the 
shipping commissioner to ship nonimmunes, not a single roustabout 
at this port could have been vaccinated. 

Captains of harbor boats have been advised to have their crews vac- 
cinated, but not one has availed himself of the opportunity. 

The indications are that the danger of an epidemic in this city is now 
passed, and the health officer concurs in the opinion that it is safe to 
discontinue the vaccination of crews of river boats. 

Very respectfully submitted, E. K. Spragtje, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8. 
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Report on the completion of vaccination of river boatmen at New Orleans, La. 

New Orleans, La., May IS, 1896. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that the inspection and vaccination 
of crews of Mississippi River steamboats, authorized by your letter of 
March 17, has been completed, and the services of the two sanitary 
inspectors temporarily employed to perform the duty discontinued, 
one on the 6th and the other on the 11th. This inspection became 
necessary on account of the rapid spread of smallpox in the city during 
the month of March, mainly due to the influx of cases from the sur- 
rounding parishes. The levee and cross-tie camps near the different 
steamboat landings on the Mississippi and its tributaries also became 
infected, thus making it practicable to convey persons sick with the 
disease from one port to another by river steamers, and, as cases were 
found occasionally among the deck passengers some alarm was felt 
among health officials, notably those at Shreveport, who refused to 
allow boats from New Orleans to land at that port until satisfied that 
all hands on board had been vaccinated. With a view to securing vac- 
cinated crews for all outgoing steamers, a circular letter was addressed 
to the representatives of steamboat lines recommending that an order 
be issued prohibiting the employment of roustabouts unless they pro- 
duced certificates showing that they were immune to the disease. 



